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of the Roman Empire, for Alexandria was the common resort of tfie desperate
and abandoned, who purchased impunity for their crimes by enlisting in the
king's service. These were the men who had placed Auletes on his throne,
who had murdered the sons of the Roman legate Gabinius, and expelled
Cleopatra from her royal inheritance. They were the reckless agents of the
populace of Alexandria in each capricious mood of turbulence or loyalty.
They were now prepared to join in the general outcry against the intrusion
of the Romans, and encouraged by their leader and Arsinoe, the younger

sister of their sovereign, they entered
the city, and imparted vigour and con-
centration to the hostile ebullitions of
the multitude.

Caesar awaited anxiously the ex*
pected succours; in the meantime he
sought to avert the danger by conces-
sion, aiid while he proposed that Pto-
lemy and Cleopatra should resume their
joint sovereignty, he was prepared to
satisfy the claims of Arsinoe by sur-
rendering to her, together with another
younger brother, the province of Cy-
prus. But before these arrangements
were completed, the discontent of the
Alexandrians revived with more alarm-
ing violence. A skirmish which oc-
curred in the streets between the Roman
soldiers and the Egyptians determined
Caesar to (take the bold step of seizing
and burning the royal fleet. It was
thus only that he could hope to keep
the coasts open for the approach of his
reinforcements. The city of Alexandria
stretched along the sea-shore, and its
port was formed by an island named
Pharos, which lay over against it, and
was connected with the mainland in
the middle by a narrow causeway and
bridge. The island was occupied by
the villas of the Alexandrians and the
suburbs of the great city. Its position
enabled it to command th 3 entrances of
the double port which were apparently
much narrower than at the present day.
As a military position therefore it was invaluable, and while the tumult was
raging in the streets Caesar transported into it a portion of his troops, and
seized the tower or fortress which secured its possession. At the same time
he eontwaned to oceupy a portion of the palace on the mainland, which held
the keys of communication with Pharos by the causeway. He strengthened
the defences with additional works, destroying in every direction the private
houses of the oifcizens, which being built entirely of stone, even to the floors
and roofs, furnished TMTTI with abundant materials for Ms massive construc-
tions. The Egyptian troops set~ to work with tto less energy in forming
triple barricades of hewn stone at the entrance of every street, and thus

